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Donations to The Jockey Club Safety Net Foundation to go to COVID-19 
Relief 

  
The Jockey Club Safety Net Foundation is calling for donations to assist backstretch workers 
affected by the COVID-19 outbreak across the United States. All donations to the foundation will 
be designated for COVID-19 relief until further notice. 
  
The foundation’s current priority is addressing the immediate need to stock food pantries at 
racetracks around the country, and it is coordinating with the Race Track Chaplaincy of America 
in this effort. 
  
Those who would like to contribute should visit tjcfoundation.org/donate. Due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, checks cannot be accepted at this time. All donations are tax-deductible. 
  
“The Jockey Club Safety Net Foundation works with chaplaincies and horsemen’s groups 
across the nation on a daily basis to help the men and women who care for our equine athletes 
and are the backbone of our industry,” said Shannon Kelly, executive director for the foundation. 
“With many racetracks currently closed for live racing and instituting strict quarantine 
procedures due to the pandemic, backstretch families face significant financial strain, and the 
foundation is poised to utilize its resources to help those in need.” 
  
The Jockey Club Safety Net Foundation is a charitable trust that provides, on a confidential 
basis, financial relief and assistance to needy members of the Thoroughbred industry and their 
families. Recipients of the Safety Net Foundation’s support represent virtually every facet of the 
Thoroughbred industry, from jockeys, trainers, exercise riders and grooms to office personnel 
and other employees of racetracks, racing organizations, and breeding farms. Assistance can 
come in any number of forms, including financial aid, medication, surgical and hospital costs, 
therapeutic equipment, voice-recognition computers for quadriplegics, and wheelchair-
accessible vans. Since 1985, The Jockey Club Safety Net Foundation has provided more than 
$16 million in assistance. 
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