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Mission
Provide data analysis critical to understanding 
more about horses currently at risk and in 
transition so that funding, programming, and 
support can be aimed appropriately and we can all 
help drive positive change.

unitedhorsecoalition.org/ewdc



Funding Support

USA Equestrian Trust®



Emily Stearns Msc

Program Manager

Equine Welfare Data Collective

Ewdc@horsecouncil.Org



Data Sources
Equine Welfare Data Collective (EWDC)
https://unitedhorsecoalition.org/ewdc/

American Horse Council Economic Impact Study (AHC)
https://www.horsecouncil.org/economic-impact-study/

USDA
nass.usda.gov

US Federal Census 
https://www.census.gov/data.html

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
https://www.aspcapro.org/research

Best Friends Network
https://network.bestfriends.org/

American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA)
https://ebusiness.avma.org/ProductCatalog/ProductCategory.aspx?ID

=120

Shelter Animals Count (SAC)
https://www.shelteranimalscount.org/

PetPoint Reporting
https://www.petpoint.com/Industry_Data



https://unitedhorsecoalition.org/submit-data/



National 
Populations 
of Animals

Dogs 76.8 Million (AVMA 2018)

Cats 58.3 Million (AVMA 2018)

Horses 7.2 Million (AHC 2016)



National 
Populations 
of
Welfare 
Organizations

14,000+ Companion 
Animal Shelters and 
Rescues (Best Friends, SAC, PetPoint, AVMA)

1,000 Equine related 
shelters, rescues, and 
sanctuaries (EWDC)



1 organization for every 
5,500 dogs, 4,160 cats (Best Friends, 
SAC, PetPoint, AVMA)

1 organization for every 
7,200 equines (EWDC)



Companion 
Animal Length 
of Stay 
(PetPoint 2022)



Data from Equine Welfare Data Collective Third Report



Data from Equine Welfare Data Collective Second Report

Estimated Daily Max. Cap: 47,194
(95% CI, Std. Err. 4,664
L 95% 38,017 U 56,370

Accounting for outliers) 



3.1 million dogs, 3.2 million 
cats enter shelters annually 
(SAC 2019)

Potentially ~70,000+ horses 
annually based on daily Max 
Cap. and LOS (EWDC)



A. Stray/At Large
3%

B. Relinquished by 
Owner

48%

C. Adoption Return
7%

D. Law Enforcement 
Confiscation

17%

E. Transferred in 
from another 

agency
11%

F. Purchased at 
public auction

4%

G. Purchased from 
kill pen/kill buyer

9%

H. Born in shelter
0%

I. Other Intakes
1%

Intakes by Type

(SAC 2022)
(EWDC 2021)

Dog and Cat Intake by Type Jan-Sept 2019Equine Intake by Type Jan-June 2019



Outcomes by Type

(SAC 2022)
(EWDC 2021)

J. Adoption
79%

K. Return to 
Owner

2%

L. Transferred to 
Another Agency

6%

M. Euthanized
11%

N. Died in care
2% O. Other 

Outcomes
0%

Equine Outcomes by Type Jan-June 2019 Dog and Cat Outcomes by Type Jan-Sept 2019



Third Report Data

Owner Age 33.15%

Owner Health 50.56%

Owner Finances 68.54%

Owner Relocating 24.16%

Equine Behavior 16.29%

Equine Age 31.46%

Equine Health 34.83%

Rehome Other
8.99%

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00%

Most Common Reasons for Rehoming
as reported by Welfare Organizations

(n=178)

Owner Related , 
77.53%

Horse Related , 
55.62%

0.00% 20.00% 40.00% 60.00% 80.00% 100.00%

Generalized
(n=178)



Reasons for Dog 
and Cat 
Relinquishment
(ASPCA 2015)



Main Points 
of Logistical 
Differences

• Physiology
• Transport
• Housing
• Spay/Neuter
• Behavioral Training
• Human Training
• Animal Control and Law Enforcement Facilitation



Why it’s important to 
keep collecting data

• Track changing needs within the 
community

• Identify capacity of assistance programs
• Understand programs best address owner 

need
• Help funders direct grants in most 

effective manner to support the welfare 
community



Panelist 
Q&A



Ed Jamison

CEO for Operation Kindness in Dallas, Texas

NACA Board of Director VP

ejamison@nacanet.org



Ashley Harkins

Director
United Horse Coalition

UHC@horsecouncil.org



Panelist 
Q&A



Learn more at
unitedhorsecoalition.org/ewdc/
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