


Conclusions and Future Survey Considerations

If you would like to learn more about the Equine Welfare Data Collective,  
view the survey in its entirety, or submit data, check us out at:

www.unitedhorsecoalition.org/EWDC

The EWDC is proud to publish its sixth report, representing our fifth year of 
data collection and reporting. A report detailing the trends shown by the data 
collected over the last four years will be published and can allow us to better 
understand how the global pandemic COVID 19 affected at-risk and transitioning 
horses and the organizations offering custodial and non-custodial services. 

From Report 6 we can conclude that most horses are entering the rescue 
pipeline through owner relinquishment and the majority of outcomes are due 
to adoptions. These results are similar to the data reported in past years. Foster 
programs continue to offer an option for organizations close to max capacity to 
temporarily move horses and allow for more intakes. 

United Horse Coaltion's ultimate goal is to reduce the number of intakes 
nationwide and to work to keep horses with their owners and prevent these 
horses from entering the rescue pipeline at all. Data showing assistance services 
merits a closer inspection as assistance service can act as a lifeline for owners 
on the brink of relinquishment. A concerning decrease in the number of feed 
assistance requests fulfilled is notable, but it is not yet known if this decrease is 
a result of increased requests or decreased supplies. 

We understand from outreach and communications with previously reporting 
organizations, that gloabal pandemic impacted submissions, but data 
submissions are on the rise including a promising increase in reporting on direct 
placement services. The EWDC plans to continue to work to increase reporting 
to ensure accurate and unbiased reporting in the future. 

We’re always open to feedback and encourage everyone to share with us the 
questions they feel are important for us to explore. Please send any comments 
or feedback to EWDC@HorseCouncil.org.  
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State Region State Region
AK 10 NC 4
AL 4 ND 8
AR 6 NE 7
AZ 9 NH 1
CA 9 NJ 2
CO 8 NM 6
CT 1 NV 9
DE 3 NY 2
FL 4 OH 5
GA 4 OK 6
HI 9 OR 10
IA 7 PA 3
ID 10 PR 2
IL 5 RI 1
IN 5 SC 4
KS 7 SD 8
KY 4 TN 4
LA 6 TX 6
MA 1 UT 8
MD 3 VA 3
ME 1 VT 1
MI 5 WA 10
MN 5 WI 5
MO 7 WV 3
MS 4 WY 8
MT 8

US Federal Census Region Designation
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Glossary of Terms:
Adoption: 
Transferring a horse into a new home or vocation, most often involving the transfer of legal custody from the current 
caretaker to the new caretaker. 

Adoption/Rescue/Transition Center: 
An organization that facilitates placements of equines in adoptive homes and new vocations through traditional and 
non-traditional approaches to finding the right matches and opportunities for the equines in their care.

Adoption Return: 
An equine that was placed into a new home but was later returned to the Adoption/Rescue/Transition Center within a 
6 month time frame.

At-Risk: 
An equine that has an increased possibility of experiencing a situation of neglect, abuse, or general poor welfare. 

Born in Shelter: 
An equine that was born while the mare was in the legal custody of an organization.  
 
Custodial Services: Services provided while in the legal custody and care of an organization.

Died in Care: 
An equine that perished while in the care and legal custody of an organization that was not the result of humane 
euthanasia. 

Equine:
Any animal within the horse family including but not limited to donkeys, mules, horses, ponies, zebras, and miniature 
horses. 

Humane Euthanasia:
Termination of life in an animal for medical, behavioral, or otherwise humane reasons. 

In-Transition:
An equine that is currently in need of a new home or vocation. 

Kill Pen/Kill Buyer:
A third party or “middle man” that holds equines on feedlots or otherwise enables the sale of equines to slaughter 
facilities. 

APPENDIX B

Law Enforcement Confiscation:
Equines that have been forcibly removed from the custody of their current owner by law enforcement.

Municipal Facility:
An organization owned, operated, or otherwise contracted by a government (taxpayer funded) entity that provides a 
combination of animal related services to the community. 
 
Non-Custodial Services: Services provided to an owner by an organization, while the owner maintains legal custody 
and care of the equine in need. Including but not limited to feed banks, veterinary assistance, euthanasia and dispos-
al assistance, direct placement programs, and behavioral assistance. 

Public Auction:
A sale that is able to be attended by users of the general public. 

Relinquished by Owner:
Equines that have been voluntarily transferred to the custody of an organization by their current owner (this does not 
include animals that were previously adopted from the organization, see Adoption Return above).

Return to Owner:
Equines that have been returned to the legal custody of the caretaker that originally transferred them to the custody 
of the organization (this does not include transfer of ownership from another agency, see Transfer to/From Agency 
below).

Sanctuary:
Equine facilities that provide lifetime care for equines. Unlike adoption organizations, sanctuaries typically do not 
focus on rehoming the equines in their care.

Stray/At-Large:
Equines that have been found loose or otherwise outside of containment.

Transfer in/out from Another Agency:
An equine that has been transferred from the legal custody of one 501(c)(3), nonprofit, or municipal organization to 
the custody of another 501(c)(3) or municipal organization. 

Glossary of Terms Continued:
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State Respondents State Region
AK 0 NC 5
AL 1 ND 0
AR 0 NE 0
AZ 3 NH 1
CA 5 NJ 1
CO 11 NM 3
CT 1 NV 1
DE 1 NY 6
FL 7 OH 2
GA 1 OK 1
HI 0 OR 4
IA 1 PA 3
ID 2 PR 1
IL 2 RI 0
IN 0 SC 1
KS 1 SD 1
KY 2 TN 0
LA 0 TX 5
MA 2 UT 1
MD 1 VA 5
ME 2 VT 1
MI 3 WA 3
MN 0 WI 1
MO 3 WV 1
MS 0 WY 1
MT 1 GRAND TOTAL 98

State Respondents

APPENDIX C

State Population of All Known Organizations 
and Response Rates since EWDC Inception 2018

State State Pop. Partic. Rate (%) State State Pop. Partic. Rate (%)
AK 2 0.0% NC 33 45%
AL 7 29% ND 2 50%
AR 8 0.0% NE 5 80%
AZ 41 27% NH 8 75%
CA 109 26% NJ 15 27%
CO 56 61% NM 11 73%
CT 11 45% NV 7 71%
DE 4 50% NY 46 46%
FL 73 34% OH 30 20%
GA 25 24% OK 15 33%
HI 3 33% OR 25 52%
IA 8 50% PA 43 35%
ID 6 67% PR 3 33%
IL 24 38% RI 3 0%
IN 15 13% SC 20 20%
KS 6 50% SD 5 40%
KY 22 41% TN 24 33%
LA 9 11% TX 61 38%
MA 12 42% UT 9 44%
MD 29 48% VA 30 53%
ME 9 56% VT 4 50%
MI 21 48% WA 26 27%
MN 14 29% WI 17 24%
MO 17 65% WV 3 67%
MS 7 14% WY 3 100%
MT 8 25%
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